


Introduction

On behalf of a collaborative group of non-profits, businesses, and registered organizations in
Malaysia and in Sabah, Shark Stewards has undertaken a report to consolidate existing and
unpublished data to better define the quantity and breadth of the catch of elasmobranches
(sharks, skates and rays) in Malaysia, the trade of their meat and products, and to make
recommendations with the goal of increasing management, protection and conservation of
these important fish, especially in Sabah waters. This document serves as a summary
presented at the Sabah Sharks and Rays Forum June 21, 22 2018 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah.

Malaysia is rich in shark and ray diversity, with many endemic species and endangered
species living in the rivers and coastlines of Borneo. These sharks and rays are valuable to the
natural heritage and ecology, with increasing value to the Malaysian economy extending
beyond fishing to dive tourism. As the population increases and more people rely on the
oceans for food, managing marine food resource sustainably is increasingly urgent. In this
report, we present market data on shark catch based on market surveys and reporting and
shark fin trade and consumption in Malaysia, Sabah in particular. We conclude with
recommendations for increased management of catch of shark, skates, and rays, and the
development of a comprehensive conservation strategy for elasmobranchs in Sabah. A
hopeful trend is the increasing government awareness and public attention to marine
conservation. Increasing marine protection and dive ecotourism in Sabah can benefit sharks
and rays while providing long-term economic benefits, as well as an enduring impact on
ecosystem health.

This summary of a full report outlines recommendations for shark, ray and ecosystem
conservation based on a survey of market and trade data and recent fish market surveys
collected for the government and by independent research.
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Recommendations

Supported by this investigation, we offer these overarching recommendations in addition to
others in the full report?:

1. Amend the Fisheries Act to require all sharks to be landed with fins attached and
require all landings of large or sharks of protected or species of merit to occur at
public centers where landings can be recorded.

2. Amend the Fisheries Act to prohibit the sale of Mobulid ray gill rakers.

3. Develop consistent trade coding for shark fin and ray gill rakers for imports, exports
and re-exports.

4. Prohibit personal exports of marine products (fins, gills, fish maw, live fish, seahorses
etc.) by tourists.

5. Reevaluate the category classification of ‘bycatch’ to recognize that some species of
sharks and rays and their products are in fact targeted catch and reconciliation for
consistency of language between Federal and State fisheries laws.

6. Increase protection of endangered species and enforcement for prohibiting landings
of listed species.

7. Reduce shark fin imports and consumption through a national and state campaign to
education campaign to stop serving shark fin soup.

8. Adopt clear policy toward the selling and trade of shark fins from any protected,
threatened or listed species, and develop a new protective category for protection
“Species of Merit” to support shark tourism.

9. Increase training and species ID for more effective management of fisheries and
regulation of the trade of CITES-listed and IUCN endangered species of sharks and
rays.

10. Support an increased training and enforcement program for staff within established
Marine Parks, utilizing a community-based conservation model to train and provide
skilled jobs for locals who may have previously depended on shark fishing for income.

11. Institute a shark tourism fee across all snorkel and SCUBA resorts that will go directly
to enforcement infrastructure such as patrol boats and enforcement officers.

12.Use the non-profit and academic network to support additional research studying
shark movements that will be applied to fishery boundaries for the establishment of
no take zones within marine parks.

13.Support the development of a statewide education approach targeted towards
reducing shark fin imports and reduce internal shark fin consumption.

14. Prohibit exports of any undocumented or uncoded seafood product for personal use
(e.g. commercial or tourist exports of fins, seahorses, fish maw, live fish, ray gills etc.).

15.Develop a statewide standardized citizen science program for data collection, and
endorsing well managed and well-intentioned shark and ray diving ecotourism at a
state and national level.

16. Develop a formal working group that will support shark conservation tourism with
direct revenues to local communities with clear deadlines and deliverables.

17. Support increased scientific research on shark movements, migrations and overlap
with fisheries and identify hotspots for marine protection, and species of merit for
protection.2

? For Full Report go to www.sharkstewards.org/Sabah-Shark-Report





