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Coral Triangle –

centre for marine biodiversity 
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Diversity Up till today, sharks has over 500 

different  unique species! 



Why are 
Sharks

important?

© Cat Holloway/WWF 

•Most shark species are at the top of the marine 

food chain

•They keep populations of other fish in check 

and healthy, which helps to stabilise marine 

ecosystems.

•Sharks tend to eat efficiently by going after the 

old, sick or slower fish within the population 

they prey on.

•Sharks are considered a “keystone” species; if 

they are absent, the marine ecosystem loses its 

balance.



Cultural and Economic Importance: 

Sabah is known to have diverse of shark population

It is also estimated that sharks are worth RM3.5 Million to 

the tourism industry, compare to only RM429 thousands 

when is killed for its fins.
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Overfishing: 
Sharks are considered as bycatch and most of the species caught are important 

commercial species. The high demand of shark fins are also contributing to the 

overfishing of sharks. 

Threats in Malaysia 



All photos © Green Semporna



Landings of Sharks in Malaysia 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

10000

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

L
a

n
d

in
g

(M
e

tr
ic

 T
o

n
n

e
s

)

Year

Overall

PM EAST

PM WEST

SABAH

SARAWAK

Shark landing contribute to 1.4-2.2 %  from overall fish landing in 

Malaysia

Department of Fisheries, 2009-2015
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Total Landing of Sharks by District (2009-2015)

Landing in Tonnes

District Sandakan Kota

Kinabalu

Semporna Kudat Papar

Tonnes 3,674.12 1,778.46 1,123.04 519.81 495.95

Shark Landing by District (2009-2015)

Top 5 District of Shark Landing in Sabah 
Department of Fisheries, 2009-2015



Department of Fisheries, 2009-2015

Landings of Shark by Fishing Group in Sabah (2009-

2015)
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My Fin My Life Campaign 2016

44 Total Events 

10  organised by WWF-MY
34 invited by internal/external 

parties





Next Step: 
Developing a National Vision Document for the 

Management and Conservation of Sharks in 
Malaysia 



Background

• concern from the public on the issue of shark finning, shark fishing, 

and consumption of shark fin soup and the status of overfishing of 

sharks in Malaysian waters 

• shark conservation and management is riddled with complexity from 

the different uses and users

• the varying perceptions, interests and value base needs to be better 

understood

• this vision would act as a tool to build consensus and facilitate 

collaboration to encourage national buy-in and inter-agency actions



The Way Forward: A Vision for 

Sharks  

Overall Goal 

To develop a common vision for shark conservation and management in Malaysia which 

represents the voice of Malaysians at large. 

Sub-objectives

a. Promote the protection and recovery of endangered shark species

b. Advancing the conservation of shark biodiversity and their habitat

c. Ensuring fisheries, trade and demand for shark species shift from overexploitation towards 

sustainability

d. Promote sustainable tourism of sharks

e. Sustain the socio-economic benefits to local communities

f. Advance the appreciation and understanding for shark biodiversity

g. Advancing national shark research



The key steps in completing this exercise is as follows:

1. Draft a concept note and engage with the Department of Fisheries Malaysia to 

propose this collaboration

2. Form the Core Group 

3. Draft a skeletal vision and design framework for the focus group discussion

4. Carry out the focus group discussion (Sabah, Sarawak, Peninsular) 

5. Consolidate outputs and draft a vision document

6. Workshop/ write shop to finalize draft 

Note: the final draft would be open for public consultation before it is adopted or 

endorsed.

Methodology



Key Stakeholders

Fishers
Government 

Agencies 

Tourism & 
Hospitality

Traders & Private 
Companies 

NGO and 
Scientist 



1. General 
Perception

2.Understanding 
of Shark Issues

3. Sharing 
Opinions 

Focus Group Discussion 

Framework

The objectives of this session are to: 

• identify perceptions, level of understanding and awareness of 

issues among the audience

• share personal opinions of the topic to be discussed here  
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Public Perception 

Survey 

Key Findings 



Sabah Shark Ray Conference 2018 

67%

15%

18%

Are sharks a targeted catch 
(intended catch) in 

Malaysia? 

Yes No I'm not sure

60%
21%

19%

Are sharks accidentally caught 
(bycatch) in commercial 
fisheries in Malaysia ? 

Yes No I'm not sure

Public Perception Survey n= 506



11%

81%

8%

Should sharks be caught 
for consumption?

I'm not sure No Yes

38%

62%

Should sharks be 
sustainably managed as 
a potential food source 

in future? 

Yes No

Public Perception Survey n= 506



2%

2%

96%

Do we need to protect 
all sharks for future 

generations?

I'm not sure No Yes

Public Perception Survey n= 506



The Focus Group Discussion –

Sabah Series 

Kota Kinabalu, 19 June 2018 

Semporna, June 5 June 2018 
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The Focus Group 

Discussion 

Key Outcome 



FGD Semporna & KK (Fishermen)

Group:

Fishermen

Semporna (Traditional and coastal 

fishermen)

Kota Kinabalu & Sandakan (Trawlers)

General 

perception 

» Bycatch and targeted (seasonal)

» In danger of extinction, should be 

protected

» Bycatch (scarce)

» Bycatch mitigation unnecessary

Motivation to 

catch sharks 

» Source of livelihood

» Lucrative

» No significant contribution (purely bycatch)

Management 

and 

Conservation

» Not feasible with current status quo

» Supportive, BUT livelihood of fishermen is 

top priority

» Unconcerned, e.g.: will utilize TED/LED 

only if no cost is incurred

» Sees value in MPAs but doubt enforcement

Alternative 

livelihood 

» Not interested (inflexible schedule/ 

authority)

» Not interested - unnecessary

Concerns » Tourism industry is a threat to the fishing industry. 



FGD Semporna & KK (DOF Sabah)

Group: DOF Sabah Semporna Kota Kinabalu

General perception 
» Not in support of shark fishery & shark fin consumption

» Sharks -> source of protein and secondary income to coastal community

Management and 

Conservation

» Catch reduction is important -> Suggestion for adoption of bycatch 

management plan in NPOA

» Fisheries Act 1987 need constant revision and improvement

Alternative 

livelihood 
» Important (catch reduction)

Research

» Expand areas and frequency of landing monitoring by species 

» Encourages more study to better inform management & conservation 

plan



FGD Semporna & KK (Tourism & Hospitality)

Group: Tourism & 

Hospitality

Semporna Kota Kinabalu

General perception 

» Sharks are unique and needs to be protected for its ecological role 

» Loss of shark will affect tourism industry (shark tourism)

» Sharks should be sustainably manage in MPA and outside of MPA, 

especially high risk species (endangered , Critically endangered) 

Responsible Tourism 

» Tourism & hospitality -> important for shark advocacy (conservation & 

management)

» Encourage employment of local communities

» Shark tourism guide are essential 

Responsible 

Consumption 
» Removal of shark fin from menu has no effect on business 

Concern

» Challenges:-

1. High influx of “low quality” tourists

2. Language barrier and poor mentality of tourists 

3. Educating and ensuring tourist’s compliance



Group: Researchers Kota Kinabalu

General perception » Unique, charismatic, understood ecological importance 

Management and 

Conservation

» The monitoring of sharks needs to be species specific

» Monitoring species of shark fins supply chain in domestic trade 

Alternative 

livelihood 

» Suggestion to promote tourism and aquaculture sectors (booming industry in 

Sabah) 

Research » Suggestion to use comprehensive data log catch book  

Concerns » Although comprise less than 2% of total landing, its wild population is steeply 

declining due to overfishing and bycatch. 

» A need to reduce bycatch of high risk species 

FGD Semporna & KK (Researchers)





Thank you

THE END

wwf.org.my

Kg. Batu Sirih, a fishing village in Balambangan Island (© WWF-Malaysia/Eric Madeja)
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Breakout 

Session 

Group Work 



Step 1: Connect to Wifi

Step 2: Browse into  SLI.DO





Step 3: Choose your theme, 

Enter event code 



Theme Event Code 

1 Management & 

Conservation 

SSR01

2 Scientific Research SSR02

3 Awareness SSR03

4 Responsible Trade SSR04

5 Responsible Tourism SSR05

6 Alternative livelihood SSR06





Step 4: Answer the poll 

question

Keep your answer succinct! 
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Plenary 

Session 



Step 1: Enter event code 

base on theme discuss 

Step 2: Asked your 

Questions! 



Theme Event Code 

1 Management & 

Conservation 

SSR01

2 Scientific Research SSR02

3 Awareness SSR03

4 Responsible Trade SSR04

5 Responsible Tourism SSR05

6 Alternative livelihood SSR06




